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United We Ride: Community Leadership Awards on

 Human Service Transportation Coordination
Overview

The 2005 National United We Ride Leadership Awards recognizes communities that have provided leadership and action toward the development of human service transportation systems.  This includes services that are cost effective, and facilitate increased access to healthcare, human services, job related activities, educational and other aspects of community participation.  Nominations are encouraged for communities that have developed successful coordination strategies in the area of human service transportation.   At its core, award recipients will highlight how they have tackled the growing and complex web of needed transportation services while finding common sense transportation solutions. 

During the last several decades, leaders in communities across the country have greatly improved the lives of millions of people by coordinating transportation services between human service agencies, public transportation agencies and private transit providers.  This level of coordination has gone far in meeting the needs of consumers who must have access to healthcare, jobs or job training, education, and social networks of all levels of government officials who must make the most efficient and effective use of limited resources.  

On February 24, 2004, President Bush signed the Executive Order (EO) on Human Service Transportation Coordination.   As part of the EO issued by President Bush, the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility has continued to implement United We Ride, a national initiative to enhance human service transportation for older adults, individuals with disabilities, and people with lower incomes.  

Coordination between community agencies is essential to building and implementing infrastructures, policies, and programs that facilitate coordination.  This award will highlight and reward the success of communities that have made significant progress in providing effective, coordinated community transportation services for older adults, people with disabilities, children, and individuals with lower incomes.

Eligibility

Nominations for the 2005 National United We Ride Leadership Awards must be submitted by the Governor and the United We Ride Team.  Communities (urban, suburban, rural, or tribal) eligible for an award include those coordinating efforts between a variety of funding sources at the local, State, and federal levels that can demonstrate successful strategies and outcomes related to human service transportation coordination.    Eligible nominees must also demonstrate successful collaborative strategies and partnerships between government agencies, transportation agencies, human service agencies, stakeholder organizations, and consumers.  

Governors are invited to submit nominations for up to two communities (urban, suburban, rural or tribal) coordinating transportation services for older adults, people with disabilities, and low-income populations.   Governors are encouraged to work closely with the United We Ride team currently engaged in human service transportation coordination in the State.   

Criteria for Selection

Assessment  - Progress in addressing elements identified in a Framework for Action: Building the Fully Coordinated Human Service Transportation System.

Core elements that make up a fully coordinated transportation system for a State:

· Making Things Happen by Leadership and Partnership

· Taking Stock of State Needs and Moving Forward, 

· Putting Customers First

· Adapting Funding for Greater Mobility

· Technology Moves Coordination to the Next Level

· Moving People Efficiently 

For a complete copy of the Framework for Action: Framework for Action
Collaboration -The degree to which the community demonstrates a leap of creativity and coordination across multiple government programs, consumer populations and provider organizations.
Effectiveness - The degree to which the community has achieved tangible results to successfully address the transportation needs of transportation dependent populations (i.e., people with disabilities; older adults; low income populations).

Transferability - The degree to which the coordination strategy or aspects of it show potential for successful replication by other governmental entities and/or other communities. 
Application Submission

Please submit the following information for each nomination for the 2005 United We Ride Leadership Awards Program.  Please complete all of the components listed below when submitting an application.  Nominations should include the Cover page and up to 5 pages of text.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Nominations should be submitted by the Governor’s office nominations for up to two communities no later than April 1, 2005.  Governor nominations should be submitted electronically to the Federal Transit Administration via email: UnitedWeRide@fta.dot.gov. 

Additional copies of the nomination form can be found at  www.unitedweride.gov.  If you have any questions please contact Elizabeth Solomon, Federal Transit Administration at (202) 366-0242.  

United We Ride 2005 National Leadership Award

APPLICATION FORM

State ____________________________________________

State Contact
__________________________________________

State Phone/Fax____________________________________________

Community Nominated___________________________________________

Community Contact Person   ____________________________________________

Community Contact Address:  __________________________________________

Contact Person Telephone Number: _______________; Fax Number __________  

Contact Person E-Mail:
_______________________________________

Please check appropriate box for community population type: 

· Under 50,000 (Rural and Small Urban)

· 50,000-200,000 (Urbanized)

· 200,000 and above (Major Urbanized)

· Tribal Nation

Please address all components listed below:

Please submit a response to the following items in 5 pages or less (Double spaced) with the attached cover page.  

1. A brief summary of the Community’s Human Service Transportation Coordination efforts including innovative strategies that have been developed and/or implemented. 

2.   Describe how community efforts reflect the elements of the Framework 

      for Action:  Building the Fully Coordinated Human Service 

      Transportation System.

· Making Things Happen by Leadership and 

Partnership;

· Taking Stock of State Needs and Moving Forward,  

· Putting Customers First; 

· Adapting Funding for Greater Mobility; 

· Technology Moves Coordination to the Next Level;

· Moving People Efficiently.  
3.  Describe community partnership and collaboration across multiple government programs, consumer populations and provider organizations.

4. Cite the best evidence of the most significant achievements in the nominated community. List reports, articles, and/or letters of support that independently document program results described in your nomination. 
5.  Describe the current and potential beneficiaries of the coordinated transportation services in the community being nominated.

6. Describe the transferability of coordination strategies or aspects of it.  Show potential for successful replication by other governmental entities and/or other communities.
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