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 United We Ride Newsletter!

We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort. We appreciate hearing your suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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	New United We Ride State Coordination Grants Available
On September 14, 2005, the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility announced a new opportunity for United We Ride State Coordination Grants.  Governors are invited to submit applications for either planning or implementation to enhance coordinated human service transportation for older adults, people with disabilities, and individuals with lower incomes.  To learn more, visit [www.unitedweride.gov]. 
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 SAFETEA-LU Signed by the President

President Bush signed into law on August 10, 2005 the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users.  This new highway/public transportation legislation contains a number of significant provisions that provide important new tools for development of coordinated human services transportation and enhanced transportation service opportunities for transportation disadvantaged populations.  

The legislation includes the following actions:

· Creates a New Freedom program to address the unmet transportation needs of persons with disabilities beyond the Americans with Disabilities Act;  

· Converts the FTA Job Access and Reverse Commute program for low-income persons from a discretionary to a formula –based program; 

· Increases funding for the Section 5310 program serving the needs of seniors and persons with disabilities;

· Requires the development of a coordinated transportation-human services plans plan for these programs;  

· Allows matching funds to be drawn from other non-DOT programs;.  

· Makes eligible mobility management coordination functions under all FTA programs; and 

· Provides research funding ($1.6m annually) for a new technical assistance center in human service transportation coordination.

The legislation is available on the Federal Coordinating Council’s web site, [www.unitedweride.gov].  FTA is interested in seeking input from stakeholders regarding the implementation of these activities—and will be posting notices about these opportunities. Please visit the United We Ride web site where information will be posted as outreach activities are finalized.
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Celebrating the 15th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act

Easter Seals Project ACTION hosted a learning and celebratory event in Washington, D.C. this past July to celebrate 15 years of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The theme of the event was “On the Road to Universal Design.”  The event brought together disability and transportation leaders from across the country to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the ADA and provide a forum to exchange emerging ideas on universal design in and related to transportation.  Universal design encompasses designing vehicles and facilities that accessible to all members of the public, taking into account those various customer requirements in the design phase of construction. To learn more, link to Project Action’s August Newsletter.
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Federal Partners meet with State Transportation Officials
Representatives from the Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Labor joined staff from the Federal Transit Administration and Federal Highway Administration to discuss recent activities of the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility during the FTA State Programs Meeting.  Each representative discussed the specific activities outlined for their agencies in their action plans’ included in the 2005 Report to the President.  Participants included State DOT and State Transit Associations who manage FTA grants as well as day-to-day operations for transportation services in their states and geographic regions. 
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You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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