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 United We Ride Newsletter!

The official newsletter of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM).  We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort.  We appreciate your suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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· The 2nd Annual Federal Interagency CCAM hosted by Chairperson, Norman Y. Mineta
· Grant Announcement: National Technical Assistance Center for Senior Transportation
· A Drop-in the Facts Guide for Preparing a Community Transportation Options Directory
· A Free “train-the-trainer” Initiative to Increase Accessible Transportation in your Community
· White House Conference on Aging Conference (WHCoA)

· Emergency Preparedness
· The Surgeon General issued a Call to Action

· Request fro FY 2006 Synthesis Topics Transit Cooperative Research 

by 
	Happy Holidays from the United We Ride Team

The 2nd Annual Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility meets in Washington, DC.

The Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) met on Wednesday, November 30, 2005.  The meeting was chaired by Secretary, Norman Y. Mineta and focused on 2005 accomplishments and future activities for the upcoming year.  The CCAM members also discussed their important roll in emergency planning for people with disabilities, older adults, and persons with lower-income.  The Council will work with the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities and the Department of Homeland Security.

Grant Announcement: National Technical Assistance Center for Senior Transportation 

The Federal Transit Administration in partnership with the Administration on Aging is seeking proposals from national non-profit organizations for a cooperative agreement to develop and implement a National Technical Assistance Center for Senior Transportation (NTACST).  The major goal of the NTACST is to assist local communities and states in the expansion and provision of transportation services for older adults.  The deadline for the proposal is December 22, 2005. For more information, visit www.unitedweride.gov.

New United We Ride Product: A Drop-in-the Facts Guide for Preparing a Community Transportation Options Directory

The United We Ride Community Transportation Options Template identifies all transportation options available to people in a typical community.  It provides a framework for communities to inventory and assess existing transportation options, gaps and needs.  It also includes a customized template (a formatted electronic file) which is user-friendly and designed to allow information to easily be entered by almost anyone.  Following these steps, the program generates a brochure with all of the transportation options available for individuals with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with lower incomes.   
The template was funded by the Administration on Aging in partnership with the Beverly Foundation and Westat and intended as a companion piece for another UWR product: Building an Individualized Transportation Plan.  For a complete copy of the Template, please visit www.unitedweride.gov
A free “train-the-trainer” Initiative to Increase Accessible Transportation in your Community

Easter Seals Project ACTION presents People on the Move: Using all Transportation Options (ADA and Beyond….), a training initiative offering teachers and trainers the tools needed to expand community transportation options for the individuals they serve.  Participation in People on the Move is on a first come, first-served basis.  Visit the ESPA Web site at www.projectaction.org for more information. 

White House Conference on Aging Conference (WHCoA)

"The Booming Dynamics of Aging" is the theme for the 2005 White House Conference on Aging that will take place on December 11-14, 2005, at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC.  WHCoA occurs once a decade to make aging policy recommendations to the President and Congress and to assist the public and private sectors in promoting the dignity, health, independence and economic security of current and future generations of older persons.  To learn more, visit the website at www.WHCoA.gov
Emergency Preparedness and Transportation
The Department of Transportation (DOT) has played a vital role in Katrina recovery efforts.  DOT assisted in ensuring that the transportation needs of people with disabilities are considered as citizens in the Gulf region to rebuild their lives, homes, and communities.  As a result of DOT leadership and participation on the Incident Management Team of the Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness and Individuals with Disabilities, the Department is working with Federal agencies and State and Local entities to provide coordinated responses to the issues directed to the Council.

DOT also chairs the Transportation Subcommittee, which is establishing to support the goals of the Executive Order and the work of the Council on Emergency Preparedness.  Seven additional subcommittees comprise the Council, addressing areas such as communication, workplace preparedness, health, technical assistance and outreach, state, local, and tribal government coordination, private sector coordination, and research.  More information can be found on the coordinating Council's website, www.dhs.gov/disabilitypreparedness
The Surgeon General issues a Call to Action

Earlier this year, the Surgeon General issued a Call to Action to Improve the Health and Wellness of Persons with Disabilities based on the principle that good health is necessary for persons with disabilities to secure the freedom to work, learn, and participate in the community.  The report details disparities and challenges as well as strategies for closing the gap for millions of Americans with disabilities.   Among the barriers highlighted in the Call to Action was transportation, especially in rural America. 

The report also highlights the challenges of remembering routes, schedules, and fares which may "complicate access to care" and consequences, including a decline in health and community involvement as well as job loss.  The Surgeon General calls for a range of strategies to address a broad number of barriers including the development of community-based, public-private partnerships to facilitate coordinated, integrated care of persons with disabilities, and includes collaboration with transportation providers. The complete text of the Call to Action at www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/disabilities

	

	
	Request for FY 2006 Synthesis Topics Transit Cooperative Research Program

The Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) is seeking potential study topics for the FY 2006 TCRP Synthesis Program.  The Synthesis Program reports on various practices that have proved to be successful in resolving specific problems.  Syntheses are approximately 40-60 pages in addition to reference materials.  Anyone can submit ideals for study topics at anytime before the closing date March 31, 2006.  You can learn more about the suggested formatted for submitting a synthesis topic and how to submit your topic at http://www.4.trb.org/trb/synthsis.nsf.  A complete lists of prior synthesis topics are also available on-line. 


	 



You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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