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 United We Ride Newsletter!

The official newsletter of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM).  We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort.  We appreciate your suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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A Route to Freedom
 
· SAFETEA-LU Safe, Affordable, Efficient, Flexible Transportation Act-A Legacy for Users 
· Grants.gov – Helping you to Succeed 
the President SAFETEA-LU Signed by the President
	The Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility meets with members of the National Consortium
At a meeting of CCAM and the National Consortium on Human Services Transportation last month, Deputy Transportation Secretary Maria Cino signed an agreement with the Consortium that would provide additional outreach and educational support to states implementing United We Ride.  Key elements of the agreement include development of a “community action guide”, a toolkit for local and leaders, and enhancement of the UWR Ambassador Program, a technical assistance initiative that provides consultation to UWR teams across the country. 

Josefina Carbonell, Assistant Secretary for Aging at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, participated in the meeting and highlighted several upcoming products that will be available from the Administration on Aging, such as a Senior Mobility Toolkit that will highlight key elements of a coordinated transportation system to meet the needs of older adults. 
CCAM leadership and members of the Consortium also discussed the challenges related to the recent Hurricanes and discussed opportunities and potential strategies for meeting the transportation needs of people with disabilities, older adults, and others who do not have access to personal vehicles during and after an evacuation due to either natural or man-made disasters.  The CCAM will be working closely with members of the Consortium and federal partners to continue this work in the future.  

2005 United We Ride State Coordination Grants Available
In September the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility announced a new opportunity to apply for the 2005 United We Ride State Coordination Grants.  Governors are invited to submit applications for either planning or implementation to enhance coordinated human service transportation for older adults, people with disabilities, and individuals with lower incomes. All proposals must be postmarked by midnight November 28, 2005.  To learn more, visit www.unitedweride.gov
Grant Announcement: National Technical Assistance Center for Senior Transportation

The Federal Transit Administration in partnership with the Administration on Aging is seeking proposals from national non-profit 

organizations for a cooperative agreement to develop and implement a 

National Technical Assistance Center for Senior Transportation 

(NTACST). The major goal of the NTACST is to assist local communities and states in the expansion and provision of transportation services for older adults. The Deadline for this proposal is December 22, 2005. For more information visit www.fta.dot.gov 

Public Transportation: A Route to Freedom
Easter Seals Project ACTION announces a new curriculum of essential lessons on transportation for students with disabilities in grades 8-12.

Included in this curriculum are these components:
· A Transportation Program for Students Participating in Standardized Assessment in Grades 8-12 

· A Transportation Program for Students Participating in Alternate Assessment in Grades 8-12 

· Instructor and Resource Guide 

· 15-minute video, “Route to Freedom” 

The curriculum is now available free of charge from Easter Seals Project ACTION.  To access materials online:  www.projectaction.org or call (800) 659-6428 (toll-free)

____________________________________
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act –Legacy for Users  
On August 10, 2005, President Bush signed the surface transportation reauthorization bill into law.  This legislation – entitled the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) – represents the culmination of years of work by industry leaders, the Administration, and Congress.  The new highway/public transportation reauthorization legislation, SAFETEA-LU contains requirements for a public transit/human services coordinated plan for three programs: the Program for Older Adults and People with Disabilities (5310) is a capitol program primarily for nonprofit organizations, the Job Access and Reverse Commute Program  (5316) providing connections to jobs and employment support services for low-income persons, and the New Freedom Program (5317) providing additional transportation services for persons with disabilities. More information about SAFETEA-LU can be found at Federal Transit Administration - Reauthorization Section.
_______________________________________________________________ 
 Grants.gov – Helping You to Succeed
Fulfilling the President’s Management Agenda to simplify the grants management process, Grants.gov is one of 24 Federal cross-agency E-government initiatives designed to improve access to services via the internet.  Grants.gov enables grant-making agencies and the grant community to come together to make grants management easier and more efficient for everyone.  Led by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, in partnership with Federal grant-makers including 26 agencies, 11 commissions and several states, Grants.gov is the one website for information on all Federal grant opportunities.  To learn more, visit www.grants.gov
 

	

	
	
	 



You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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