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	Newsletter

	           DATE: March 2006                                                                                               Volume 2, Number 9
                           United We Ride Newsletter!

The official newsletter of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM).
We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any 
other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort.  We appreciate your 
suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.

	In This Issue:
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· FTA will Host a Public Meeting on SAFETEA-LU

· Reminder:  Request for FY 2006 Synthesis Topics Transit Cooperative Research

· Pamphlets on Frequently Asked Questions on Taxicab Services

· Faith Based Organizations and Rural Transportation

· Posting  of  Upcoming Trainings, Events & Conferences
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	 ________________________________________________________________
5 New United We Ride Ambassadors
The Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility has five new United We Ride Ambassadors. The Ambassadors provide hands-on technical assistance to States on United We Ride and other related activities regarding coordinated human service transportation.  With the assistance from the National Consortium on Human Service Transportation, the Ambassadors are assigned to each region of the country and bring the resources of various technical assistance agencies to provide a helping hand towards coordination.  The new Ambassadors have a broad range of experiences and knowledge in human service transportation.  Welcome to our new Ambassadors Joann Hutchinson, James McClary, Rex Knowlton, Roland Mross, and David Cyra.  
FTA will Host a Public Meeting on SAFETEA-LU
FTA will host a public meeting on Thursday, March 23, 2006, from 9am-5pm at the Hilton Hotel (1767 King Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314). This meeting is intended to further define program strategies related to the implementation of the Elderly and Individuals with Disabilities, the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC), and the New Freedom programs.  The meeting will also address strategies for the development and implementation of a public transit-human service transportation plan and the competitive selection process.  Anyone interested in attending the March meeting should RSVP to Easter Seals Project ACTION at 1-800-659-6428 or via email at (stibbs@easterseals.com).   

Request for FY 2006 Synthesis Topics Transit Cooperative Research Program
Reminder: The Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) is seeking potential study topics for the FY 2006 TCRP Synthesis Program.  The Synthesis Program reports on various practices that have proven to be successful in resolving specific problems.  Syntheses are approximately 40-60 pages in addition to reference materials.  Anyone can submit ideas for study topics before the closing date on Friday, March 31, 2006.  You can learn more about the suggested format for submitting a synthesis topic and how to submit your topic Transit Cooperative Research Programs
. 

Pamphlets on Frequently Asked Questions on Taxicab Services 

Taxicabs play a critical role in helping to move America.  Last year, taxis safely and efficiently delivered 2 billion passengers to offices, homes, airports, shopping malls, churches, hotels, stadiums and many other community destinations. 

As much as 10 percent of the customer base for taxi service consists of people with a disability affecting mobility, hearing, vision, thinking and other physical and mental processes.  In fact, 54 million people in America live with disabilities, and they have similar needs and interests as everybody else.  They have jobs, families, classes, meeting, travel plans, and other activities to keep them on the move, and they need transportation, including taxicabs, to help them get where they are going. Easter Seals Project ACTION and the Taxicab, Limousine & Para transit Association seeks to answer important questions about taxi service for customers with disabilities.  To learn more, about accessible taxi services and Frequently Asked Questions, visit website Frequently Asked Questions
 Faith-Based Organizations and Rural Transportation

Advocates and service providers frequently cite inadequate transportation as one of the major problems facing people with disabilities, especially those living in rural communities.  Many approaches have been taken to address these problems.  People with disabilities and community service providers frequently suggest that local faith-based organizations (FBOs) such as churches, synagogues, temples, mosques, and other organizations become involved in improving transportation. 

To learn more about the faith and transportation connection, please read our latest 
Website: Rural Institute Report #32
Upcoming Trainings, Events & Conferences

Organizations/

Dates

Location

Conference/Links
Association Metro Planning Organizations

March 13-14, 2006

Washington, DC

2006 AMPO Spring Conference

www.ampo.org
National Council on the Aging & the American Society on Aging

March 16-19, 2006

Anaheim, CA

Investing In Aging

www.agingconference.org
Easter Seals Project ACTION

March 28, 2006

Conference dial-in

Funding Practice in Small Urban and Rural Communities 

www.projectaction.org
National Transit Institute

April 13-14, 2006

Bedford, MA

Flexible Community Transit Services
www.ntionline.com
American Public Transportation Association
April, 30 - May 3, 2006

Orange County, CA

APTA Bus and Para transit Conference

www.apta.com
Easter Seals Project ACTION

May 8-9, 2006

Alexandria, VA 

People on the Move www.projectaction.org
Community Transportation Association of America
June 5-8, 2006
Orlando, FL
EXPO 2006
www.ctaa.org
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