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 United We Ride Newsletter!

The official newsletter of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM).

We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any 

other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort.  We appreciate your 

suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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	Federal Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility Issues Important New Policies 
On October 1, 2006, the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) issued two policy statements that take important steps that bring federal programs together. These policies will help people with disabilities, lower income families, and older adults get the transportation they need for their day to day mobility. 

Roy Grizzard, Assistant Secretary for the Office of Disability Employment Policy at the U.S. Department of Labor states “the lack of affordable, reliable transportation accounts for many of the ‘failures’ of community-based services, including those geared toward employment.”
The policy statements focus on two key areas: (1) coordinated human service transportation planning; and (2) vehicle sharing. These policies support communities and organizations that receive federal dollars and would like to plan transportation services together and share resources. The 2005 Report to the White House on Human Service Transportation Coordination recommended both of these policies. Each department on the Council will begin to implement the policies over the next six months. 

________________________________________________________________
Head Start Offers New Transportation Resource

The Transportation PathFinder is a free online resource available through Head Start's new Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center.  It provides comprehensive information about current legislation, regulations, and policies that apply to the transportation of Head Start children. The Transportation PathFinder contains plain-language narratives, scenario-based training tools, and other resources, including detailed compliance guidance for the Head Start program regulation 45 CFR Part 1310.  Additionally, a state-specific information module provides up-to-date links so that users can find their states' specific transportation statutes, regulations, policies or guidance.
Information contained in the Transportation PathFinder applies to Head Start agencies that provide transportation, but much of the information can also be used by any organization that requires information on transportation for pre-school age children. For more information please visit Transportation Pathfinder. 
 

________________________________________________________________
New Center on Senior Transportation Addresses Needs of Older Adults

The National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) will work with local communities and states to offer information, resources, training, and technical assistance on a broad range of transportation options.  The Center will also conduct a comprehensive needs assessment and support local demonstration grants.  The NCST is administered by Easter Seals Inc. in partnership with the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging.  For more information please call the Center’s Director, Michi McNeace at 1-866-528-NCST (6278).
 ________________________________________________________________
National Conference on State Legislatures Launches Transportation Initiatives
The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) received a grant through United We Ride, funded and supported by the Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy.  NCSL will provide training and education for state legislators to enhance human service transportation for older adults, people with disabilities, and individuals with lower incomes.  This project will focus on providing two substantial coordination practices—transit pass programs and mobility management systems.  

________________________________________________________________
 Project ACTION Produces Report on Rural Transportation Issues

"Transportation Services for People with Disabilities in Rural and Small Urban Communities" is an extensive report, replete with case studies and examples, of challenges in the provision of accessible community transportation, and ways that rural and small urban systems are meeting those challenges with innovative solutions.  Project ACTION is offering a free, 50-page printed summary report, accompanied by a CD-ROM of the full report.  The report also can be downloaded from the Project ACTION website at www.projectaction.org.  Easter Seals Project ACTION is funded through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration.

 ________________________________________________________________
New Checklist Available:  “Transportation and Emergency Preparedness”

The National Consortium on Human Service Transportation Coordination recently worked with stakeholders and the Federal Interagency Workgroup on Emergency Preparedness for Transportation to develop a checklist and strategy paper that details the needs of individuals with disabilities, older adults, and people with disabilities during emergencies.  


The “Transportation and Emergency Prepared Checklist” will provide practical guidance to community leaders, transportation providers, human service partners, and consumers and during the planning process—prior to an emergency situation. Planning for emergencies is essential to ensure the safe transportation of older adults, persons with disabilities, and other transportation-dependent individuals without access to personal transportation. The Checklist is a valuable planning tool for communities to use as they prepare to serve transportation-dependent populations before, during, and after emergencies. 

_______________________________________________ 
“People on the Move” Series Hits High Gear for 2006-07
Project ACTION has launched the 2006-2007 season for its renowned train-the-trainer series known as “People on the Move: Using All Transportation Options (ADA and beyond…)."  “People on the Move” is an educational opportunity for school personnel, transit staff, human service providers and others who teach riders of fixed-route transportation.  In a free, two-day course of study, participants also learn effective techniques for training personnel in customer service and other skills, and expanding community transportation options for people with disabilities.  Openings remain for session sites in Denver Nov. 30-Dec. 1; Charlotte, N.C., Feb. 1-2; Austin, Texas, March 19-20; and Anchorage, Alaska, April 25-26, but space is first-come, first-served and there are application deadlines.  Further details and directions to apply can be found at www.projectaction.org/POTM.

________________________________________________________________ 

Date Set for 6th Annual Mobility Planning Services Institute

Project ACTION will host the 6th annual Mobility Planning Services (MPS) Institute from May 14-17, 2007, in Bethesda, Md.  The MPS Institute has become known for the many ways that team members have used its tools to strengthen accessible transportation opportunities in cities, regions and territories throughout the U.S.  In a team-building format, selected participants come together to share problems and explore the potential to unite stakeholders from public transportation, human service agencies, municipal government and others.  Participation is limited to 20 teams. Each team's travel expenses are paid by Project ACTION.  Deadline for applications is Dec. 15, 2006.  A brochure and step-by-step application instructions are available on the Project ACTION website at www.projectaction.org/MPS.

________________________________________________________
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You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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