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United We Ride Newsletter!

The official newsletter of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM). We’re here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any other issues related to the human service transportation coordination effort. We appreciate your suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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	Secretary Mineta Unveils Council’s Report to the President
U.S. Transportation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta, Chair of the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM), announced this week the release of a report to the White House on Human Service Transportation Coordination. The unveiling took place at the annual Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) Expo.  Prepared by the CCAM in response to an Executive Order by the President, the report outlines what it takes to coordinate human service transportation in order to meet fundamental needs, CCAM member's action plans, and five broad recommendations. CCAM is composed of ten Cabinet-level members from the U.S. Departments of Transportation, Health and Human Services, Education, Labor, Veterans Affairs, Agriculture, Housing and Urban Development, Interior, Justice, as well as the Commissioner of the Social Security Administration, and the Chair of the National Council on Disability. 
 

The Council’s recommendations outlined in the report are targeted to strengthen existing transportation services to be more cost-effective and accountable, and to help providers be more responsive to people with disabilities, lower incomes, and older adults.  The recommendations address 1) Coordinated transportation planning; 2) Vehicle sharing policies; 3) Cost allocation between agencies; 4) Mechanisms for reporting and evaluation; and 5) A consolidated access transportation demonstration program. 

 

For a full copy of the report, visit: www.unitedweride.gov
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The Coordinating Council Presents Five Communities with the 2005 United We Ride National Leadership Award
On May 24, 2005, five communities were recognized for excellence in improving transportation for older adults, people with disabilities and lower income families. During an evening reception, the communities were presented with the 2005 United We Ride National Leadership Award for their commitment to improving coordination within their human service transportation systems.  Award winning communities are:

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Central New York, New York

Dakota County, Minnesota

Harrisburg, Illinois

Montachusett, Massachusetts
More information on the communities can be found at: 2005 United We Ride Leadership Award Winners
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New Brochure on Cost Allocation and Technology
The Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) developed a comprehensive brochure entitled, "Using Technologies to Support Cost Allocation among Human Services and Transportation Agencies." The brochure outlines key technologies and strategies available for allocating costs between various agencies and programs. Please visit the United We Ride website to download the Cost Allocation brochure and more detailed information.
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Study Completed on 211 and 511 Systems

The Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) recently completed a study that provides an assessment of potential roles of the 211 and 511 telephone services in coordinating the scheduling of human services transportation. The study highlights background information about the two services and includes a discussion of the opportunities to integrate human service transportation into these systems.  The study also reviews the unique qualities of each system, regarding customer bases and missions, information content, and overall approach. For a copy of the report, please visit the United We Ride website at: 211/511 Study 
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Seeking Public Comment:
The Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) is seeking public comment from the transportation industry, human service providers, and consumers of human transportation services. Specifically, they are looking for comments on Technical Assistance (TA) needs in the area of human service transportation.

 

The public is invited to share its views on existing technical assistance efforts and/or identify thoughts regarding future options for delivering effective technical assistance to the field.  Your comments may also include familiar practices that would be valuable at the state and/or local level.  All comments must be submitted by June 15, 2005, via facsimile or electronic format.  Faxed submissions should be sent to the United We Ride Office at (202) 366-3136.  Electronic submission may be sent to UnitedWeRide@fta.dot.gov
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Opportunity to Include Transportation Related Activities in New Medicaid Infrastructure Grant Applications
On April 22, 2005, Medicaid announced a request for proposals for the Medicaid Program, Real Choice Systems Change Grants, in the following two categories: Family-to-Family Health Care Information and Education Center Grants and Systems Transformation Grants.  The grants will provide an excellent opportunity for states and other eligible organizations to partner with their disability and aging communities.  In addition, the grant guidance includes specific eligibility for transportation related activities including technology development, travel training, coordinated planning and financing and provision for assistive technology. Grant applications are due July 7, 2005.  For more details, relevant news, events or other related grant opportunities, please periodically consult the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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