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We are here to keep you informed about policy issues, awards, grants, educational resources and any other issues relating to the human service transportation coordination effort. We appreciate hearing your suggestions, stories and feedback.  Please click here to send us a message.
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	United We Ride State Coordination Grants 

This week 45 states will receive United We Ride State Coordination grants and letters of award recognition from Federal Transit Administrator, Jennifer L. Dorn. These grants are being distributed to support States working towards the goal of meeting the needs of transportation-disadvantaged individuals (i.e. older adults and individuals with disabilities and/or lower incomes). UWR is a program initiative designed to increase the overall capacity of States to deliver comprehensive and coordinated human services transportation. 11 Federal departments are currently working together to facilitate coordination, enhance services and address redundancies of programs. For more information, visit 

United We Ride Grants.
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Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility Approve Action Plan 

On September 15, Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta chaired a meeting of the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) and a six-part action plan was approved. The plan supports the Executive Order (EO) on human service transportation coordination for older adults and individuals with disabilities and/or lower incomes, signed by President Bush in February 2004.  

You can review the key goals and deliverables for each area by visiting: The CCAM Action Plan. 
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The General Accounting Office Issues New Report on Mobility for Older Adults

In August, the General Accounting Office (GAO) issued a report on transportation-disadvantaged seniors.  It is made evident that older adults will double in population size to 70 million by 2030, representing 20 percent of the total. Access to transportation, whether by automobile or other mode, is considered essential to independent living; currently, 21 percent of the population 65 and older is unable to drive. Through working with Federal agency officials and experts on aging, the GAO was able to identify 15 key Federal programs supporting transportation for older adults.

For a copy of the complete report visit:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d03697.pdf
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New Toolkit Available on Rural Transportation

The Transportation Cooperative Research Program has recently published a Tool kit for Rural Community Coordinated Transportation Services. This toolkit helps rural communities identify elements of setting up and implementing transportation services.  The report recognizes coordination as the technique for success when power, responsibility, management, and funding are shared across organizations and throughout the community. Some states have been successful in lowering costs, extending service hours, offering additional routes, implementing door-to-door service and improving emphasis on customer service and safety. States that have accomplished this are Florida, South Carolina, Washington, Iowa, California, and Pennsylvania just to name a few.  

To find out more about this toolkit visit the Transportation Research Board at http://gulliver.trb.org/bookstore/.
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National Focus Group Identifies Most Pressing Problems 

On August 10, The National Consortium on the Coordination of Human Service Transportation invited 17 transportation coordination practitioners to a one-day national focus group meeting. They met to identify the top challenges facing transportation and human service providers when coordinating transportation services for disadvantaged populations. Representatives from State agencies, transportation brokerages, transportation, and human service agencies identified different reporting requirements, various funding cycles and different eligibility requirements as the top issues to

 consider for potential solutions.  The Consortium has made a recommendation to the CCAM to provide additional guidance to States on how Federal funding can be used to enhance human service transportation and coordination for disadvantaged populations.

For more information about this issue, contact the National Consortium on the Coordination of Human Service Transportation at 800-527-8279. 
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Mobility Services for All Americans 

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), Federal Highway Administration's Joint Program Office on Intelligent Transportation Solutions (ITS), recently launched the Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) initiative. This high priority, multi-year ITS initiative employs emerging technologies to enhance the accessibility and quality of human service transportation.  The project's goals include the use of technology to streamline reservations, scheduling, dispatching, reporting and billing processes for human service transportation activities. 
For questions regarding the MSAA initiative, please contact Brian Cronin, Federal Transit Administration or Yehuda Gross, Federal Highway Administration. 
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Time for Regional Meetings! 

Six United We Ride regional meetings are being held from September through December in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Kansas City, Denver, and San Francisco. The purpose for holding these meetings is to allow States the opportunity to exchange information on strategies to improve human service transportation, strengthen partnerships, and discuss opportunities to coordinate policy and programs across agencies.  

Return to top of page




You received this email because you have expressed interest in email communications from the United We Ride. We appreciate that you have chosen to receive email from us so we can keep you informed about the important work we do.
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The Coordinating Council is looking for pictures to use on their website. Specifically, we are interested in photos of people with disabilities, children, older adults and others participating in community activities.  We are also interested in gathering images of individuals using a variety of transportation resources. Please send your electronic images to:
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