Dear Stakeholders:
 
As part of its implementation of the recently signed surface transportation reauthorization law, The Safe, Affordable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will be holding informal two-day listening sessions in five cities across the country from December 5 – 20, 2005.  This email is to announce and cordially invite you to attend one of the two-day sessions.  The purpose of the sessions will be to obtain input and questions for agency consideration as it develops circulars and guidance for official public comment, as required by or related to SAFETEA-LU.  These listening sessions will address transit-related issues including: 
 
· Rural Transit Programs and Tribal Transit Issues 

· Job Access Reverse Commute/New Freedom/Elderly and Disabled Programs 

· Urbanized Programs including Bus and Fixed Guideway Modernization 

 
On Wednesday, November 30, 2005, the Office of the Federal Register will publish an FTA notice.  The notice will provide the public a broad overview of all FTA programs authorized by SAFETEA-LU and preliminary program guidance for transit funds being made available starting in fiscal year 2006. While official public comments should be submitted directly to the docket, the timely availability of this Notice should help stimulate thought and provide the foundation for public officials, transit providers and all interested parties to bring meaningful ideas and input to the listening sessions.
 
PLEASE NOTE that there will be TARGETED Sections in the Federal Register Notice related to the human service oriented programs: Job Access Reverse Commute, Elderly and Disability, and New Freedom. These sections also include information related to the public transit/human service transportation planning process. 
    
To help put into context the sort of input needed by FTA, at the listening sessions please identify any specific issues or important concerns you have regarding FTA programs outlined in SAFETEA-LU.  Kindly state any recommendations or suggestions you have to address those concerns or issues; and tell us what strategies or considerations you believe FTA should address during program development and/or implementation. 
 
For those individuals not able to attend the listening sessions, FTA will provide a summary recap of the gatherings and general input obtained, subsequent to the meetings, on the “Reauthorization” section of the FTA Web site.  
 
The tentative agenda for each listening session is listed below; followed by the cities, dates, locations, and RSVP instructions.  Please communicate with the individual RSVP contact persons for additional information about a particular listening session.
 
DAY 1 
· 9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. – Introduction/Brief SAFETEA-LU Presentation 
· 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Rural Programs (Sections 5311 and 5309 Bus) and Tribal Transit 

· 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Break for Lunch 

· 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Job Access Reverse Commute/New Freedom/Elderly and Disabled Programs (Sections 5310, 5316 and 5317) 

· 4:30 p.m. – Wrap-up 

 
 
Day 2
· 9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. – Introduction/Brief SAFETEA-LU Presentation 
· 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Urbanized Area Programs//Bus/Fixed Guideway (Sections 5307 and 5309 Bus and Fixed Guideway Modernization) 

· 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Break for Lunch 

· 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. – Conclude Urbanized Area Programs Listening Session 

 
 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
December 5 – 6, 2005
Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street (Entrance to EPA Offices on 17th Street not on Arch Street)
4th Floor Conference Center
Philadelphia, PA  19103
 
· Please RSVP to catharine.githens@fta.dot.gov by noon on Friday, December 2nd. 

 
 
Denver, Colorado
December 8 – 9, 2005
Regional Transportation District (RTD)
1600 Blake Street, Rooms T and D
Denver, CO 80202
 
· Please RSVP by contacting Charmaine Knighton at (720) 963-3300, charmaine.knighton@fta.dot.gov or Sandi Streff at (720) 963-3322, sandi.streff@fta.dot.gov. 
 
 
St. Louis, Missouri
December 8 – 9, 2005
East-West Gateway Council of Governments
One Memorial Dr., Ste 1600
St. Louis, MO  63102
 
· Please RSVP by contacting Mr. Logan Daniels at (816) 329-3933 or logan.daniels@fta.dot.gov. 

 
 
Boston, Massachusetts
December 14 – 15, 2005
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center
55 Broadway
Cambridge, MA 02142
 
· Please RSVP by contacting Heidy Flores at (617) 494-2055 or heidy.flores@fta.dot.gov. 

 
 
Sacramento, California
December 19 – 20, 2005
The Employment Development Department (EDD)
Auditorium
722 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
· Please RSVP by contacting Delilah Enriquez at (415) 744-3115 or delilah.enriquez@fta.dot.gov 

 
